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Home at Last: Honoring the return of a Flying Tiger whose
name and legacy family would not forget or let be forgotten

By Air Force Senior
Airman
Savannah Carpenter
(Dept. of War)

DECEMBER 23, 2025 - For
years, there was only a name and
a legacy his family never let
fade. On the afternoon of Dec.
14, family members and uni-
formed service members moved
toward a granite headstone at a
cemetery in Greenville, South
Carolina, that had stood for more
than eight decades without the
man it was meant to honor.
On this day, that changed. The
memorial finally met its purpose.
Army Air Forces 1st Lt. Morton
Sher was killed in action Aug.
20, 1943, when he crashed the P-
40 Warhawk fighter-bomber air-
craft he was piloting during a
combat mission over Hunan,
China, during World War II.
Sher's remains were finally ac-
counted for this summer. What
had once been an empty marker
became a place of return, bring-
ing closure to his family and
community. A name once lost to
history is spoken aloud again. He
is accounted for, remembered
and finally home.

Sher, a Greenville native, was a
22-year-old fighter pilot in the
Army Air Forces. He was as-
signed to the 76th Fighter Squad-
ron, 23rd Fighter Group, 14th
Air Force, the unit that carried on
the legacy of the famed Flying
Tigers. Sher flew combat mis-
sions during World War II as part
of the Allied air effort in China,
and like many of his generation,
he entered the war at a young
age, trained for a dangerous role
and left behind a life and a future
still just beginning.

Sher's time in China wasn't only

about the mission that would end
his life, but it was also marked
by moments that revealed both
the dangers he faced and the con-
nections he made along the way.
Flying a P 40 Warhawk, he es-
corted bombers and flew hazard-
ous combat missions in the
China Burma theater.
During an October 1942 mis-
sion, engine damage forced him
down in a Chinese village, where
villagers welcomed him with
food and celebration. The vil-
lagers, grateful for U.S. protec-
tion from Japanese forces,
celebrated Sher as a hero with a
feast. He entertained 15,000 with
songs and a story, received a silk
banner for his missions and was
warmly escorted through nearby
mountain villages back to his
base.

Sher later recounted the experi-
ence in an Army newsletter that
the Associated Press picked up:
"I sang a few American songs for
them, and they were highly
pleased," he said. "The banquet
turned out to be one of the big-
gest surprises of the trip."
Through his letters and inter-
views, Sher consistently con-
veyed that he was where he was
meant to be, fully committed to
his duty and the people he served
alongside. That sense of purpose
and vitality has left a lasting im-
pression on his family.

"We never knew Morton, but he
was larger than life in the stories
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Army Air Forces 1st Lt. Morton Sher finally finds a resting place when he is brought home and given honors. (Photo/cour-

tesy: Dept. of War).

our family told us, his photos and
his writings," said Bruce Fine,
Sher's nephew. "He was certainly
a man who filled his pages of life
with meaning, and he lived every
day to its fullest. In fact, the day
before he died, on Aug. 19, 1943,
he wrote a letter home telling his
parents, 'T let another pilot take
that instructing job, for I find
things too exciting here to leave
right now,' and the very next day,
he was gone."

His dedication wasn't just in
words, but it was also evident in
the choices he made every day in
the air.

"Lt. Sher was shot down on Oct.
25, 1942, and returned to the
76th Fighter Squadron to fly,
fight and win another day," said
Mark Godwin, 23rd Wing histo-
rian. "He had an opportunity to
return home and become an in-
structor pilot but chose to stay
and continue the fight. He per-
sonified the last two core values:
service before self and excel-
lence in all we do."

In the summer of 1943, Sher's
service placed him directly in
combat. He was killed during a
mission near Hengyang City,
China, when his aircraft crashed
and burned in a rice paddy in Xin
Bai Village.

The local villagers honored his
bravery by placing a memorial
stone at the crash site. He was
posthumously awarded the Pur-
ple Heart in September 1943,
presented to his mother, Celia, at
the family home in Greenville.
Despite a postwar U.S. search
and recovery effort, a board of
review concluded on Sept. 8§,
1947, that his remains had been
destroyed in the crash and offi-
cially classified him as killed in
action and unrecoverable.

Even in that brief time, Sher left
a lasting impact.

"Sher spent just over a year in
China during World War IL"
Godwin said. "He racked up
three aerial victories before his

untimely death. ... He gave his
life to protect his fellow Flying
Tigers. He should forever be re-
membered for his courage and
sacrifice."

Decades later, that same courage
and sacrifice inspired a renewed
effort to bring him home. In
2012, a private citizen contacted
the Defense POW/MIA Account-
ing Agency with a photo of his
memorial site in China. The
agency visited the site in 2019 but
found no remains. A more exten-
sive search in 2024 recovered the
plane wreckage and Sher's re-
mains, which were positively
identified through DNA testing
using his nephew's samples after
the remains were returned to a lab
in Hawaii.

After more than eight decades,
Sher finally returned home to his
family. The successful return of
Sher's remains reflected a shared
commitment that transcended
borders, with the Chinese govern-
ment, local civilians, DPAA per-
sonnel and his family working
together to bring him home.
"This was through team effort,"
said Air Force Col. Brett Waring,
476th Fighter Group commander.
"The teams that continue to scour
the earth for our missing and KIA
are beyond impressive. They're
part of that American commit-
ment to individuals that endures
across generations."

Waring said even though the se-
curity landscape has evolved and
the War Department must meet
pacing challenges, moments like
these when people work together
for a common purpose should be
treasured.

"We understand that Morton
fought for the Chinese people in
that war and theater, and when he
was shot down, the local pop-
ulace protected him when he sur-
vived the first , and then
prevented the enemy from taking
his aircraft and body when he
was killed in action," he said.
"That speaks to the humanity that

Neal McCoy to appear on Fox & Friends on

January 4; McCoy partners with Allied Flag

McCoy Partners with Allied
Flag To Commemorate 10th An-
niversary of daily Pledge of Al-
legiance recitation

FORT WORTH, Texas — Neal
McCoy, multi-award-winning
country music star, will be hon-
ored with the “Spirit of Texas”
award during the 2026 Cowboy
Hall of Fame Induction Cere-
mony. The annual celebration,
presented by The Norris Founda-
tion and JJ & Bobby Norris, will
take place at Billy Bob’s Texas
on Wednesday, March 25, 2026,
beginning at 6 p.m. The evening
will feature cocktails, a silent

auction, and a cowboy-inspired
dining experience leading up to
the 7 p.m. induction ceremony.
Proceeds benefit the Texas Cow-
boy Hall of Fame’s reimagined
20,000-square-foot museum ex-
pansion, educational programs,
and ongoing preservation efforts.

In addition, Neal McCoy has
partnered with Allied Flag,
America’s premium manufac-
turer of 100% American-made
flags, to launch a limited-edition
Premium American Flag cele-
brating unity, freedom, and
shared American values as the
nation approaches its 250th anni-
versary. Each flag is 100%

sourced and made in the United
States and crafted to government
specifications.

The partnership aligns with a
major milestone for McCoy. On
Wednesday, January 7, 2026,
McCoy will mark the 10-year
anniversary of reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance live every
day to his followers, a commit-
ment he has maintained without
missing a single day. Allied Flag
will begin shipping the limited-
edition flags on January 7 in
honor of that anniversary. To
celebrate that milestone, McCoy

Please see sports-Ent. 6

connects us all, even when other
circumstances point towards ad-
versarial actions."

This is a personal connection that
transcends politics and national-
ities, Waring continued.

"It's a respect that allows us to
understand that, should we ever
be the ones at the focus of such a

"This was through team ef-
fort," said Air Force Col.
Brett Waring, 476th
Fighter Group commander.
"The teams that continue to
scour the earth for our mis-
sing and KIA are beyond
impressive. They're part of
that American commitment
to individuals that endures
across generations.”

search, there are incredible teams
that work tirelessly to ensure that
we all come home," he said.
"That commitment and purpose
remain foundational to every
crew member associated with the
combat search and rescue mis-
sion as well."

Sher was welcomed home by his
family and community during a
memorial that reflected the sig-
nificance of his sacrifice. From
remarks delivered by his nephew
to the precision of the honor
guard and a flyover conducted by
the 476th Fighter Group, each
moment underscored a long-
awaited homecoming.

What began as a name etched
into stone more than 80 years ago
became, at last, a place of re-
membrance, closure and honor
for a pilot who gave his life in
service to his country and was
never forgotten.

Sher's homecoming not only
honored his sacrifice but also
connected past and present gen-
erations of service members.
"The legacy that we're honored
to carry on today was started by
that generation of warriors who
left home to fight for another

country in a cause that they abso-
lutely believed in," Waring said.
"It was a level of commitment
that we are challenged with
maintaining. It's a legacy that
goes beyond painted teeth on an
airplane or a patch on our
shoulder. It's history, it's heritage
and it's a legacy that we're proud
to carry on through our genera-
tions."

The bond of commitment to one
another is enduring between all
service members, Waring con-
tinued.

"None of us knew Morton Sher;
we didn't know his name until re-
cently, but as soon as we learned
of his coming home, we leapt at
the opportunity to honor him and
support his family," he said.
"From the maintainers coming in
to generate sorties, to public af-
fairs researching facts about him,
to the wing historian finding ad-
ditional media and stories, to the
pilots who flew the jets embla-
zoned with the same shark's teeth
that the 76th Squadron dom-
inated the skies in 1943 with, it
emphatically states that the bond
that we share never dies, and no
one is left behind or ever for-
gotten."

For years, Sher's story existed in
fragments through letters, photo-
graphs and a name carved into
stone. Now, those pieces had
come together, allowing his jour-
ney to move forward at last. The
pilot who once left Greenville to
serve his country was finally re-
turning, not as a memory, but as
a son brought home.

Sher's homecoming closed one
long chapter, but it also points to
a story still unfolding. Across
battlefields and oceans, thou-
sands of service members remain
unaccounted for, their families
holding onto the same hope that
guided Sher's return and the same
promise that continues to drive
the mission to bring them home.
For pilots like Sher, that hope and
dedication are echoed in the skies

“Lt. Sher was shot down
on Oct. 25, 1942, and re-
turned to the 76th Fighter
Squadron to fly, fight and
win another day," said
Mark Godwin, 23rd Wing
historian. "He had an op-
portunity to return home
and become an instructor
pilot but chose to stay and
continue the fight. He per-
sonified the last two core
values: service before self
and excellence in all we|
do."

themselves.

As family and friends poured dirt
from Israel and the surrounding
ground onto Sher's grave, the
memorial was finally made
whole. What once stood as a
marker of loss now stands as a
place of return, where absence
gave way to remembrance, and
sacrifice to honor.

Sher loved what he did and
created a legacy that endures.
His story, once unfinished, now
stands a complete testament to
service, sacrifice and a nation's
promise to remember those who
gave everything. That enduring
legacy, woven from history,
heroism and personal courage,
continues to inspire both the
families who remember him and
the generations who follow.
"There's no limit to the commit-
ment that we share with the gen-
erations that formed the legacy
that we carry,”" Waring said. "Up

"Our family tree produced
a real hero,” Fine said.
"The kind you read abouf
and see on the big screen,
except he was real. We
hope his bravery and his|
courage will inspire the
family members who follow
us to believe anything you
can dream can be truly
possible if you're willing to
commit to it and work hard|
to achieve it."

until a few months ago, I may
never have known of Lt. Morton
Sher. Now, I'll never forget his
name, and I know that's the same
for every member of the 476th
that heard his story over the last
few months. They say that a war-
rior dies two deaths: one physi-
cal, and the second when their
name is forgotten. If that's true,
then Morton lives on in the
hearty laughter and boisterous
camaraderie that flows from the
76th Fighter Squadron today."
His heroism is not only pre-
served in his family's memories
but also carried forward by those
who follow in his footsteps, en-
suring that his name and story re-
main alive.

"Our family tree produced a real
hero," Fine said. "The kind you
read about and see on the big
screen, except he was real. We
hope his bravery and his courage
will inspire the family members
who follow us to believe any-
thing you can dream can be truly
possible if you're willing to com-
mit to it and work hard to
achieve it."

Have a Happy 2026! Happy Birthday, America!
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Matching

Every donation is tax
deductible.

100% of the proceeds help
save the lives of people
needing organ transplants
on MatchingDonors.com,
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization.

YOU DON'T HAVE TO DONATE A KIDNEY TO SAVE A LIFE
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT, REAL ESTATE, OR PLANE!

We take donations in
any condition, with
fast, free pickup.

Call us at 781-821-2204

or donate online at

MatchingDonorsDonations.com



